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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Macclesfield  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
and  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Rural  District  for  the  year  1953. 


There  has  "been  no  significant  change  in  the  vital  statistics  for  the 
year  and  the  prevalence  of  infectious  disease  has  decreased  slightly.  Once 
again  it  is  most  gratifying  to  report  that  with  268  births  there  was  no 
maternal  death. 

The  number  of  Council  houses  completed  during  1953  was  53 ,  bringing 
the  total  number  of  Council  houses  at  31st  December,  1953,  to  707.  In 
addition,  with  129  houses  in  the  course  of  erection  at  31st  December,  1953, 
it  means  that  a  considerable  in-road  will  be  made  into  the  Council’s  large 
waiting  list.  Also  due  note  should  be  taken  of  the  number  of  private 
enterprise  houses  being  constructed,  as  very  often  when  a  new  house  is 
occupied,  good  accommodation  is  released  for  other  families. 

I  must  draw  your  attention  to  the  urgent  need  for  sewerage  in  the 
Chorley  and  Langley  Parishes,  and  every  effort  should  be  made  to  put  the 
Council’s  plans  into  practical  effect  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  wish  to  thank  your  Clerk,  Mr.  H.  W.  Abbott,  for  his  help  and 
guidance  in  enabling  me  to  carry  out  my  duties.  I  am  also  particularly 
indebted  to  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  W.  Watson,  and  his  Assistant, 

Mr.  B.  J.  Overbury,  without  whose  co-operation  no  Medical  Officer  can 
adequately  carry  out  his  duties.  Tribute  is  also  paid  to  Mr.  Watson 
for  his  assistance  in  the  preparation  of  this  Report. 


I  beg  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

L.  RICH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


The  figures  in  brackets  throughout  this  report  are  for  1952. 
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STATISTICS  AMD  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Estimated  Population.., 


19,800  (19,910) 


BIRTHS  s 


Total  % 


Male  % 


Female  1 


Live  Births  (Legitimate 

258 

(254) 

134 

(153) 

124 

(101) 

'‘Illegitimate 

10 

(10) 

2 

(5) 

8 

(5) 

(Legitimate 

6 

(2) 

1 

(l) 

5 

(1) 

Still  Births  ('  ,  ... 

'Illegitimate 

2 

(-) 

1 

(-) 

1 

(-) 

Live  Birth  rate  per  1000  estimated  average 

population  Mid  1953 . 

Live  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per 

1,000  of  the  population. . . . 

Still  birth  rate  per  1000  total  (live  and 

still )  births . . . . 

Still  birth  rate  per  1000  total  population. . . . 
Still  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per 

1,000  total  population . . . 


14 

■  (13-7) 

15.5 

(15.3) 

28.9 

(  7.5) 

.44 

(  -1) 

.35 

(  .35) 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 


The  total  number  of  deaths  is  shown  as  follows 


Total 

Male 

Femal e 

Legitimate ..... 

4  (7) 

3  (6) 

1  (1) 

Illegitimate . . . 

-  (1) 

-  (1) 

-  (-) 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  live  births...  14*9  (30.3) 

Infantile  mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales..  26.8  (27.6) 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1000  legitimate  live 

births .  15.5  (27.5) 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000  illegitimate 

live  births.. .  0  (100) 


DEATHS 


Total 


Male  Female 


Deaths,  all  ages 


203  (231)  106  (109)  97  (122) 


Death  rate  per  1000  estimated  average  population...  9*4 
Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1000 

of  the  population . . . . . 11. 4 


(11.5) 

(11.3) 


1 


The  following  table  shows  the  deaths  from  all  causes  within  the 
district  during  the  past  year. 


Cause  s 

Total 

Male 

Female  i 

:  'Tuberculosis ,  respiratory . .  : 

2 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis ,  other. . . . 

- 

- 

- 

Syphilitic  disease . . . . .  : 

2 

2 

- 

13  jLJplfl  t  IflG  X*  1  Cv  •  ooeoooocooooooooooocoooaoooQoococ 

- 

- 

-  >■ 

:  Whooping  Cough. . . . 

- 

-  : 

Meningococcal  infections . . . 

- 

- 

r 

poliomyelitis  ©o«oooooocooooooo*o©»oco« 

- 

■- 

t 

1 

1 

- 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  disease....... 

- 

- 

- 

•Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach. ................ 

15 

8 

7 

‘Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus . . 

5 

3 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast . . 

4 

- 

4  ; 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus .................. 

- 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms..... 

21 

15 

6 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia. . . . 

1 

1 

- 

Diabetes . . . . 

2 

1 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system. . . 

35 

»  9 

26 

Coronary  disease,  angina . . . . 

27 

20 

7  ; 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease . . 

2 

1 

1 

Other  heart  diseases... . . 

36 

18 

18  : 

Other  circulatory  disease . . . . 

10 

6 

4  •• 

Influenza. . . . . 

1 

1 

0 

Pneumonia . . . 

5 

3 

2 

Bronchitis . . . . . . 

4 

2 

2 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system . 

2 

- 

2 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum. .............. 

1 

1 

-  ; 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea..... . 

- 

- 

-  ; 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis . . . 

1 

1 

- 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate . . 

1 

1 

- 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion............. 

- 

- 

~ 

Congenital  malf omnations •oo©o©©©oooooooo©o»» 

- 

- 

- 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases . 

18 

8 

10 

Motor  vehicle  accidents . . 

2 

1 

1 

All  other  accidents . . . . 

5 

2 

3  ; 

Suicide . . 

- 

— 

- 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war. . . 

- 

- 

- 

203 

106 

97  : 

heaths  from  Puerperal  and  Maternal  causes: 


Puerperal  Sepsis, . .  0  (0) 

Other  Maternal  Causes .  0  (O) 


Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  live  and  still  births  ...  0  (0) 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OP  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 


Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 


The  work  "being  carried  out  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  continues 
to  grow.  As  has  been  emphasized  in  previous  reports  these  clinics  fulfil 
a  most  valuable  service  which  is  difficult  to  assess  statistically.  Here 
we  deal  with  health  mothers,  babies  and  young  children  and  the  object  is, 
by  health  education  and  instruction  in  diets  and  mothercraft,  to  keep  and 
promote  good  health.  The  continued  high  level  of  attendance  is  testimony 
of  the  value  the  mothers  attach  to  this  instruction. 

In  the  country  at  large,  we  have  reached  the  lowest  level  of  infantile 
mortality  in  our  history,  and  whilst  many  factors  have  contributed  to  this, 
there  is  no  doubt  that  the  work  of  Infant  Welfare  Centres  stands  high  in 
this  achievement.  The  Health  Visitor  in  charge  of  these  clinics  continues 
her  work  in  tho  homes  by  regular  visits  and  follow-up. 

At  the  Clinics  the  Health  Visitor  is  given  considerable  assistance  by 
the  enthusiasm  of  the  voluntary  helpers  and  it  is  in  no  small  measure  due 
to  the  work  of  these  helpful  people  that  the  clinics  are  so  successful. 


:  Welfare 

New  Ca 

ses 

Tota,l 

Attendances 

No . of  ; 

Cases 

Average 

Centre 

0-1  1-2 

2-5  : 

0-1 

1-2 

2-5 

Clinics  : 
held 

seen  by 
Doctor 

per  clinic 
seen  by  Dr. 

:  Poynton 

48  1 
(49) 

(6) 

716 

(619) 

220 

516 

(712) 

24 

(24) 

376 

(314) 

15.6 

(13.1) 

:  Prestbury 

7 

(9) : 

(7) i 

56 

(139) 

92 

114 

(261) 

24 

(24) 

97 

(125) 

4 

(5.2) 

:  Rainow 

12 

(14) 

(2): 

165 

(146) 

97 

173 

(259) 

24 

(24) 

137 

(142) 

5.7 

(5:9) 

Sutton 

10 

(14) 

(:) 

144 

(212) 

97 

128 

(161) 

22 

(23) 

101 

(140) 

4.6 

(6.1) 
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HOME  NURSING  SERVICE 


The  Nurses  who  form  part  of  this  service  are  as  follows s- 


Name 


Address 


Telephone  No. 


K.  A.  Wheater 
E.  Gornall 
J.  Hughes 
M.  Corbishley 
E.  Carruthers 
A.  Che et ham 
M.  A.  Wright 
A.  K.  Keates 


Sunshine  Cottage,  Butloy  Lane ,Adlington 
Nurse's  Cottage,  Monks  Heath,  Chelford 
Church  House,  Chelford 


Prestbury  8360 
Chel.Relf.  216 
Chelford  314 


Moss  Head  Farm,  Gawsworth 
1,  Robin  Crescent,  Sutton 
82,  Barnaby  Road,  Poynton 
7,  Bollinside,  Prestbury 


Sutton  363 
Poynton  2137 
Prestbury  8464 
Bollington  2184 


Oakwood , Ch -pel  Lane,  Rainow 


In  a  Rural  District  the  size  of  Macclesfield,  the  value  of  these 
Nurses  cannot  be  over  estimated.  By  making  available  skilled  care  and 
attention  in  the  Home  they  obviate  the  necessity  of  many  people  having  to 
travel  to  hospital  and  in  some  cases  make  it  unnecessary  for  them  to  have 
to  be  admitted.  They  work  under  the  guidance  and  instructions  of  the  family 
Doctors  and  this  service  is  very  much  appreciated  by  all  who  unfortunately 
have  to  experience  it. 


VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 


I  am  pleased  to  report  a  most  satisfactory  increase  in  the  Immunisations 
against  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  and  in  the  Vaccinations  against  Smallpox. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  Diphtheria  Immunisation  has  been  an  outstanding 
success.  In  1952 ,  for  example,  in  England  and  Y/ales  there  were  only  37 6 
cases  and  32  deaths  from  Diphtheria,  whereas,  before  1941  there  were  on  an 
average  nearly  60,000  cases  and  3 >000  deaths  each  year  from  this  dreadful 
disease . 

There  is  no  doubt  too,  that  if  we  fail  to  maintain  a  high  percentage 
of  children  adequately  immunised  against  Diphtheria,  we  will  get  again 
epidemics  and  deaths  from  this  disease. 

Immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough  is  still  in  its  early  stages,  but 
already  sufficient  evidence  has  been  accumulated  to  show  that  hereto,  the 
incidence  of  another  crippling  and  dangerous  disease  is  being  reduced  both 
in  its  frequency  and  severity.  The  practice  now-a-days  is  to  combine  1  the 
immunisation  against  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  and  so  reduce  the  number 
of  injections  required. 

Although  Smallpox  is  a  rarity  in  this  country,  we  do  from  time  to  time 
get  outbreaks  from  accidental  or  unrecognised  importation  from  abroad. 

Parents  do  not  realise  that  the  safest  and  best  time  to  have  a  child 
vaccinated  is  when  it  is  three  months  old.  If  vaccination  has  to  be  done 
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in  older  children  or  in  adults,  it  can  produce  severe  reactions  which  it 
rarely  does  in  young  infants. 


STATISTICS 


Diphtheria  Immunisation; 


Pre-school  children 
School  children. 


o  o  o  e  o 


ooooooooooooooo  o 


182  (66) 
133  (63) 

315  (129) 


Reinforcing  injections 

Whooping  Cough  Immunisations 


000000000000006 


Pre-school  children 
School  children. 


ooooooooooooooooeo 


006060000000006060066 


Comhined  Immunisation  (Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough') 


Pre-school  children. 
School  children. . . . . 


600000000 


Primary  Vaccination! 


Pre-school  children 
School  children.... 
Adults . ....... o 


0006000000 


0  0  0  6  0 


6000600600 


0  0  0  6 


Re - Vac  c inat i on  s 


Pre-school  children. 
School  children. . . . . 
Adults .............. 


210 

(27) 

63 

(51) 

42 

i 20) 

105 

(71) 

Zfigh) 

66 

(15) 

26 

1) 

92 

(16) 

175 

(91) 

5 

(  4) 

31 

(8) 

211  (103) 

(  -) 

21 

(  4) 

76 

(35) 

97 

(39) 
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AMBULANCE  AND  SITTING- CASE  CAR  TRANSPORT 


The  County  Ambulance  Service  based  at  Macclesfield  and  Congleton 
continues  to  serve  the  greater  part  of  our  Rural  District.  Interchange 
arrangements  exist  between  our  area  and  the  neighbouring  areas  of  Hazel 
Grove,  Stockport,  Alderley  Edge,  YTialey  Bridge  and  Sandbach. 

The  demand  on  the  ambulance  and  sitting  case  car  transport  has  risen 
steadily  since  the  onset  of  the  scheme  in  1948?  and  shows  no  sign  of  falling 
off.  It  is  essential  that  all  concerned  should  use  this  transport 
economically  and  with  discretion. 


DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 


During  the  year,  I  had  the  honour  of  addressing  a  representative 
gathering  of  the  Association  of  Parish  Councils  in  our  area,  to  explain  to 
them  the  growing  urgency  of  the  problem  of  dealing  with  old  people.  It  was 
pointed  out  that  regular  contact  must  be  maintained  with  all  old  people  in 
each  of  the  parishes  so  that  they  do  not  become  ill  through  neglect.  The 
Parishes  were  advised  to  form  voluntary  Committees  so  that  regular  visiting 
of  all  old  people  can  be  carried  out  and  every  help  offered  to  them  so  that 
they  can  maintain  themselves  in  a  satisfactory  state  of  cleanliness  and  be 
assured  of  an  adequate  and  satisfactory  diet.  Experience  has  shown  that  many 
old  people  lose  contact  with  the  general  community  through  lack  of  energy 
and  interest  and  sooner  or  later  become  candidates  for  institutions  or  . 
hospitals.  Most  old  people  wish  to  remain  in  their  own  homes  and  in  the  case 
of  many  of  them  whose  near  relatives  have  died  off  the  only  way  this  can  be 
done  is  by  voluntary  effort  on  the  part  of  the  community  in  the  parishes  to 
see  that  constant  care  and  supervision  in  a  humane  and  sensible  manner  is 
carried  out. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  as  a  result  of  our  efforts, several  of  the 
parishes  have  taken  up  this  idea  of  voluntary  Committees  with  enthusiasm  and 
already  good  work  is  being  done. 

Statistics  relating  to  the  Home  Help  Service  provided  in  the  Macclesfield 
Rural  District  during  1953  are  as  follows 

Home  Helps  employed  during  1953 s 


Pull  Time ............ 

1 

(1) 

Temporary. . . 

8 

(8) 

Casual . . 

9 

(12) 

18  (21) 
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Home  Helps  employed  at  51st  December,  1933s 


Full  Time . . . . . . 

Temporary . . . . . . 

CaSUal ...O.OOOOO..0. 


Applications  received  during  1953 : 


Confinement . . ...... . 

15 

(12) 

Sickness . . . . . 

3 

(  6) 

Tuberculosis ........ 

- 

(  1) 

Aged  and  Infirm. .... 

(10) 

27 

(29) 

Cases  attended  during  1953° 


Confinement ......... 

9 

(12) 

Sickness. . . 

3 

(  4) 

Tuberculosis ........ 

1 

(  1)' 

Aged  and  Infirm..... 

_ii 

(23) 

32 

(40) 

PREVALENCE  OF  AMD  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


There  have  been  no  undue  changes  in  the  incidence  of  infectious 
diseases.  There  were  three  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  notified  during  the  year, 
two  of  which  were  admitted  to  hospital. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAU  TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR  1985 


TUBERCULOSIS 


There  were  six  cases  of  Pulmonary  and  one  case  of  Non-Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  notified  during  the  year,  and  for  purposes  of  comparison  the 
notifications  as  for  sex  and  age  are  given  from  1944* 

NOTIFICATIONS  1944  TO  1953 


MATT? 

1944: 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949’l 

1950 

1951 

1952: 

1953 

p  np; 

P 

NP 

P 

NP 

P  NP 

P  NP 

P  NP: 

P  NP 

P  NP 

P  NP: 

P  NP  : 

Up  to  1  year 

1  -  5 

i: 

2 

1 

1 

1: 

5-15 

1: 

1 

1: 

1 

1 

15-25 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

25-35 

1 

1 

1 

3 

;  35  -  45 

2 

2 

I! 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

45-55 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

55  -  65 

4 

1 

1 

4  1 

1 

1  1  : 

65  and  over 

1 

1 

1 

1 

FEMALE 

Up  to  1  year 

1-5 

2 

1: 

:  5  -  15 

1: 

1  2; 

15-25  2 

1 — 1 

1 — 1 

N~\ 

:  1 

1  1 

1  1 

25-35 

1  1 

3 

2 

35-45  1 

1  1 

2 

j  1 

2 

1 

45-55 

1 : 

;  3 

:  55  -  65 

l; 

:  65  and  over 

1: 

Total 


11  1  7  4  6  6  6 


2  4  1  11  3 


6  2 


10  2  12  4  6  1 
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DEATHS  -  1944  TO  1953 


mTr  1944 :  1945  1946:  1947:  1948 

1949  1950^  1951 

1952 

1953  ^ 

P  up:  P  NP  P  NP  P  NP;  P  HP 

P  NP;  P  NP:  P  NP 

P  NP 

P  NP; 

Up  to  1  year 

1-5  1 

'5-15  1; 

15  -  25  1 

25-35  1  1  1 

35-45  2  1 

;  45-55  2  l  4 

;  55  -  65  3  1  2 

65  and  over  11  1  1 

:  1 

1  2 

1 

1 

FEMALE 

Up  tol  year 

1-5 

5-15 

15  -  25 

25-35  1  1  2:1 

35  -  45  ;  1  2 

45-55  l  2  1 

55-65  1 

65  and  over 

TOTAL  9I6  7  614  4  411 

1 

A  register  is  kept  of  all  notified  cases  of  Tuberculosis  where  the 
disease  is  still  considered  active  and  the  following  table  illustrates  the 
number  of  cases  still  under  surveillance. 
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CASES  ON  REGISTER  AT  31ST  DECEMBER,  1955 


Up  to 

1  yr. 

;  1-5 

5-15' 

15-25 

25-35 

35-45 

45-55 

55-65 

65  & 

over 

Total 

Male  Pulmonary 

- 

- 

2 

3  ! 

3 

4 

11 

8 

3  ; 

34 

Female  Pulmonary 

- 

- 

.1 

1 

7 

6 

6 

- 

1 

22  : 

Male  Non- 

Pulmonary 

- 

- 

6 

2 

1 

2 

:  - 

2 

1  : 

14  : 

Female  Non- 

Pulmonary 

- 

- 

5 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


I  am  indebted  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  information  contained 
in  the  following  sections  of  this  report. 


WATER 


The  supply  of  water  from  public  mains  has  been  satisfactory  both  in 
quantity  and  quality  during  the  year.  The  supply  to  Kettleshulme  which  is 
now  chlorinated  still  continues  to  be  satisfactory  and  there  have  been  no 
complaints  as  to  shortages.  Samples  of  water  taken  from  the  disused  mine 
adit  known  as  Sponds  Mine  showed  evidence  of  faecal  contamination  but  this 
was  adventitious  and  later  samples  showed  the  water  to  be  satisfactory. 

In  July  1953  the  water  from  Pott  Shrigley  borehole  was  brought  into 
supply  and  at  present  the  consumption  from  this  source  is  30>000  gallons  per 
day,  principally  to  the  parishes  of  Pott  Shrigley  and  Adlington.  On  test  the 
maximum  yield  was  found  to  be  120,000  gallons  per  day  from  this  source  and  it 
is  hoped  that  the  installing  of  link  mains  will  utilise  approximately 
70,000  gallons  per  day  from  this  source  with  consequent  diminution  of  demand 
from  Bollington  and  Macclesfield  Corporation. 

The  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  approved  the  Marton 
scheme  for  supplying  the  parish  of  Marton  with  water  with  the  exception  of 
the  trunk  main  which  was  to  supply  this  area  from  the  Macclesfield  Corpor¬ 
ation  water  tower  at  Whirley.  The  mains  have  been  laid  and  it  is  hoped  that 
the  construction  of  a  storage  reservoir  will  be  completed  early  in  1954  after 
which  this  highly  cultivated  agricultural  area  will  have  the  much  needed 
piped  water  supply  in  place  of  the  present  unsatisfactory  individual  sources 
and  will  also  be  able  to  have  houses  constructed  in  the  village  to  fill  the 
long  felt  want  in  housing  agricultural  workers. 
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Two  private  supplies  within  the  district  caused  the  Local  Authority- 
some  anxiety  during  the  year.  The  one  which  supplies  the  parish  of  Nether 
Alderley  was  the  subject  of  complaint  from  consumers  about  smell  and  taste 
of  the  water.  This  supply  was  originally  installed  by  the  Alderley  Estate 
and  was  taken  over  by  the  purchasers.  Samples  of  water  taken  subsequently 
showed  no  evidence  of  pollution  but  an  investigation  revealed  that  a  ditch 
which  was  piped  past  the  spring  collecting  chamber  was  choked  and  that  in 
times  of  heavy  rain  the  ditch  overflowed  into  the  chamber  taking  with  it 
silage  liquor  which  discharged  into  a  ditch  some  distance  away.  The  owner’s 
attention  was  drawn  to  the  unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs;  the  work  of 
cleaning  out  the  ditch  providing  a  raised  kerb  around  the  chamber  and  the 
provision  of  a  watertight  inspection  cover;  the  cleaning  out  of  the 
reservoir  and  subsequent  sterilisation  before  use  and  the  cutting  off  of  the 
overflow  to  a  cattle  trough  appear  to  have  been  sufficient  to  produce  a 
reasonably  satisfactory  supply.  The  quantity  of  the  water  is  in  some  doubt 
however,  and  this  supply  has  to  be  augmented  from  the  Stockport  Corporation 
mains.  Whilst  this  latter  method  may  be  satisfactory  as  a  temporary 
expedient,  consideration  will  have  to  be  given  to  the  provision  of  a  public 
mains  supply  if  extensive  development  is  to  be  allowed  in  this  parish. 

The  village  of  Langley  is  also  supplied  privately,  one  small  section 
being  the  responsibility  of  a  private  owner  and  the  other  a  Company  with  a 
factory  in  the  area.  Routine  samples  showed  that  the  supplies  were 
unsatisfactory,  the  faecal  coli  being  particularly  high.  Provision  has  been 
made  by  the  firm  for  the  two  supplies  owned  by  them  to  be  chlorinated  and  in 
each  case  it  was  found  that  the  chlorinators  were  not  being  maintained 
satisfactorily.  These  were  put  into  working  order  and  subsequent  samples 
have  been  satisfactory.  The  other  supply  which  is  privately  owned  has  no 
provision  for  chlorination  and  the  question  of  the  taking  over  of  this 
supply  by  the  Council  is  being  considered.  The  two  supplies  owned  by  the 
firm  will  also  be  inadequate  in  quantity  if  and  when  the  sewering  of  Langley 
is  carried  out  to  meet  the  additional  demand  which  will  be  required  when 
water  closets  are  installed  and  the  question  of  the  substitution  of  these 
supplies  by  a  mains  supply  will  also  have  to  be  considered.  If  the  areas 
of  Nether  Alderley  and  Langley  are  supplied  from  the  public  mains  in  place 
of  the  existing  doubtful  private  supplies,  virtually  the  whole  of  the  Rural 
District  will  have  a  mains  supply  with  the  exception  of  the  hill  parishes 
where  the  provision  of  a  Local  Authority  water  supply  is  not  contemplated 
because  of  their  location. 


Private  Supplies 


Public  Supplies 


Number  Satis-  Nnsatis-  Number  Satis-  Unsatis- 
Taken  : factory  factory.  taken  factory  factory. 


Chemical 


9 


4 


5 


Bacteriological  150  75  77 


45 


40 


3 
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The  information  regarding-  mains  extensions  completed  during  the  year 
has  "been  supplied  hy  the  Council's  Engineer, 


Pott  Shrigley 

- 

13? 339  yards 

Mart on 

- 

13 >933  yards 

Rainow 

- 

500  yards 

Moorside  Cottages, 

Pott  Shrigley 

- 

588  yards 

Gawsworth 

- 

178  yards 

Hurdsfield 

- 

320  yards 

Prestbury 

- 

784  yards 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

No  new  works  of  sewerage  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

The  sewering  of  the  village  of  Langley  is  not  yet  carried  out  although 
negotiations  are  in  progress  with  a  firm  which  will  discharge  trade  effluent 
into  the  sewers  and  perhaps  when  agreement  has  been  reached  the  long  awaited 
improvement  in  the  sanitary  conditions  in  the  village  may  be  fulfilled. 
Consideration  has  also  been  given  to  the  sewering  of  the  parishes  of  Nether 
Alderley  and  Great  Warford  to  an  outfall  works  to  be  situated  in  Great 
Warford.  If  this  scheme  were  to  be  approved  nuisances  arising  from  polluted 
ditches  would  be  abated  and  the  conversion  of  privies  and  pail  closets  to 
water  closets  could  be  proceeded  with.  The  scheme  for  sewering  the  parish  of 
Chorley  has  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
and  is  awaiting  approval. 

The  Wim  Brook  and  the  Mobberley  Brook  which  receive  the  effluents  from 
the  Southern  Sewage  works  of  the  Wilmslow  Urban  District  Council  and  the 
Alderley  Edge  Urban  District  Council  respectively  are  still  the  subject  of 
complaints  because  of  their  foul  condition.  It  appears  that  there  will  be 
no  marked  improvement  until  the  proposed  works  by  the  two  latter  Authorities 
are  constructed. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  frequency  of  collection  of  refuse  from  properties  in  Prestbury, 
parts  of  Nether  Alderley  and  Adlington,  was  increased  from  fortnightly  to 
weekly  and  various  hill  parishes  have  now  a  monthly  collection  instead  of  a 
quarterly  collection.  The  weekly  collection  has  brought  the  frequency  into 
line  with  those  of  adjoining  authorities  and  has  been  appreciated.  Whilst 
there  has  been  no  major  extension  of  the  service,  additional  properties 
continue  to  be  brought  v/ithin  the  scheme  as  well  as  new  houses  which  are 
being  constructed  by  the  Council  and  private  enterprise. 

The  Council  has  rented  a  sand  quarry  in  Poynton  for  the  disposal  of 
refuse  from  this  rapidly  developing  area.  In  order  to  find  tipping  space 
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for  development  near  Macclesfield  it  was  found  necessary  to  rent  a  site 
within  the  Borough  boundary.  The  Council  will  shortly  have  to  consider  the 
purchase  of  new  vehicles  to  replace  two  which  were  purchased  second-hand 
when  the  collection  of  refuse  was  taken  over  by  the  Council. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  principal  work  which  has  been 
undertaken  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts.  One  hundred  and  ten 
complaints  were  received  and  dealt  with.  Thirty-four  statutory  notices  and 
sixty- three  preliminary  notices  were  served. 

Record  of  Nuisances  Abated  and  Work  carried  out . 

The  following  tables  summarise  some  of  the  matters  dealt  with;- 


Dampness  remedied,  roofs,  gutters,  rain¬ 
water  pipes,  etc. ,  repaired. ............ 

Housing  Defects  repaired .................. 

Mains  water  supply  provided. . . . 

Private  water  supply  provided  or  existing 
supply  improved ......................... 

Drains  repaired  or  cleansed. .............. 

New  sinks  provided. ....................... 

Water  closets  repaired  or  renewed......... 

Privies  converted  to  W.  C 1  s . . . . . 

Privies  converted  to  pails ................ 

Pails  renewed ..... .0.0000.0.0.0. .......... 

Dustbins  provided ......................... 

Accumulations  removed. .................... 

Improvements  to  catering  premises. ........ 

Miscellaneous ............................. 


o  o 


e  o  o  o  o  0  A  o 

o  0000000 


00000 


00000 


00000 


0000 


00000 


10 

22 

6 

7 

17 

1 

6 

1 

2 
4 
3 
1 
2 


Inspections, 


Dwellinghouses  under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts...  32 6 


Water  Supply. . 


oooeooooooooooooo 


ooeooooooooe 


0000000 


oeooeooooooo 


Drainage  and  Sewerage ..... 

Verminous  and  dirty  premises. 

Foul  accumulations .... 

Animals  kept  in  insanitary  conditions 
Refuse  accommodation. ................ 

Public  cleansing. . . . 

Infectious  diseases.. 

Premises  disinfected. 


00000000 


0000 


C'  4.-0  0  0 


0000000 


0000000 


0000000000000000 


66 


Y/ater  Samples  Analysed. ...............................  202 


386 
9 
4 
3 

130 
388 
34 
8 

Rats  and  Mice . .  30 

Schools .................... 


oocooooooooooooooooooooo 
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0  0  0 


coootooooocooo  o 


Fa,cij0riss  jO&o.ooq.o.ooqo. 

Milk  and  Dairies ..................... 

Shops  re  meat  and  other  foods.. . . 

Food  preparing  premises .............. 

Ice-cream  premrses .. ...... o.......... 

Bakehouses ........................... 

Slaughterhouses ...................... 

Tents  9  Vans  and  Sheds ................ 

Public  Conveniences . . 

Interviews  with  owner  and  contractors 
Mr  s  c  el  1  cine  ou  o .... . . . ........ ........ . 


19 

67 

19 
23 

20 
0 
2 

108 

20 

15 

70 

1850 


Tents ,  Vans  _and  Sheds . 

The  siting  of  caravans  in  the  district  has  been  kept  under  surveillance 
during  the  year  and  regular  inspections  have  been  made  to  see  that  the 
conditions  laid  down  v/hen  approval  has  been  given  have  been  complied  with. 
Mains  water  has  been  laid  onto  two  of  the  camping  sites  as  was  required 
under  the  terms  of  approval.  On  another  site  the  caravans  have  been  moved 
on  to  one  field  and  the  sites  generally  are  being  conducted  satisfactorily. 


Rats  and  Mice  Destruction. 


The  Council  employs  one  full-time  rat  catcher  to  carry  out  the 
destruction  of  rats  and  mice  on  their  own  properties  and  on  third  party 
properties  which  are  not  dwellinghouses  either  by  agreement  or  in  default. 

A  free  service  is  given  to  private  dwellings.  A  ten  per  cent  test  baiting 
of  the  Council's  sewers  revealed  evidence  of  infestation  in  two  manholes  in 
Poynton  but  there  were  no  takes  when  poison  baiting  was  carried  out. 

The  statistics  in  regard  to  the  operation  of  the  Damage  by  Pests  Act, 
1949?  are  set  out  below.  - 

Number  of  properties  inspected. .....................  328 

Number  of  properties  infected  by  rats  or 


seriously  infested  by  mice . . .  112 

Number  of  properties  treated. . . .  139 


HOUSING 


With  the  easing  of  licensing  restrictions  the  construction  of  houses 
by  private  enterprise  has  increased  considerably  over  last  year.  There 
were  677  applications  for  houses  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year  but 
it  is  probable  that  this  number  is  not  a  true  reflection  of  the  position 
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and  that  a  number  of  applications  are  now  out  of  date.  Impending  legislation 
may,  however,  require  the  provision  of  houses  specifically  for  familites 
living  in  sub-standard  property. 

The  Council  has  made  improvement  grants  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949* 

It  is  to  he  regretted  that  greater  use  is  not  made  of  the  facilities  offered 
under  this  Act,  for  in  addition  to  grants  for  improvement,  the  Council  are 
also  empowered  to  lend  money  to  cover  the  cost  of  repairs  provided  the  house 
is  brought  up  to  a  good  standard.  There  is  no  doubt  that  if  country  cottages 
were  provided  with  modern  amenities  of  hot  and  cold  water,  W.  C.  and  bath 
etc.,  there  would  not  be  the  desire  to  press  for  the  tenancy  of  Council 
houses.  Tho  improvement  grant  could  also  be  used  with  advantage  to  many 
of  the  terrace  type  of  houses  in  the  more  populous  parts  of  the  district 


where  modern  amenities  are  absent, 

Humber  of  Council  houses  completed  during  the 

year  (including  6  for  housing  overspill) . ..........  53 

Number  of  houses  in  course  of  erection  at  Jls't 

December,  1953*  . . . . . . .  129 

Number  of  pre-war  houses  at  31st  December,  1953 ......  228 

Number  of  post-war  houses  at  31st  December,  1953 .  479 

Total  number  of  Council  houses  707 


Number  of  houses  erected  by  private  enterprise 


during  year . . . . . . .  49 

Number  of  persons  on  waiting  list  at  31st 

December,  1953 . . . . .  677 


Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses . 

Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (  under  the  Public  Health 


or  Housing  Acts ) . . .  69- 

Number  of  inspections  for  the  purpose .  326 


Demolition  and  Closing  Orders. 

Housing  Act,  1936. 

Houses  demolished  as  a  result  of  formal  or  informal 

procedure  under  Section  11 . . .  2 


-  16  - 


Houses  closed  in  pursuance  of  an  undertaking  given 
by  the  owners  under  Section  11  and  still  in  force.... 


3 


Repairs  s 


Number  of  unfit  or  defective  houses  rendered  fit 
during  the  period  as  a  result  of  informal  action 
by  the  Local  Authority  under  the  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts ........... 


O  ©  6  o  o  o  o 


Public  Health  Acts. 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

Number  of  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices  by  owners........... 


53 


18 


Milk. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


There  are  182  distributors  of  milk  within  the  area  of  the  Macclesfield 
Rural  District,  the  majority  of  these  are  producer  retailers. 

Licences  issued  in  connection  with  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
Regulations,  1949?  are  set  out  below s- 


Dealer ' s 

Supplementary 

Licences 

Licences . 

Pasteurised. .............. 

3 

3 

S  t  0 1  1 1 1  £>  G  (1  e  o«o«oc0oooooooo 

4 

7 

Tuberculin  Tested. ........ 

6 

5 

Ac Credit Gd eoooooooooaoouoo 

.  . 

1 — 1 

Notifications  have  been  received  from  the  Cheshire  County  Council  that 
13  samples  of  milk  taken  from  undesignated  producers  within  the  area  of  the 
Rural  District  were  biologically  positive  for  Tuberculosis.  The  Milk  in 
all  these  cases  was  being  sent  away  for  pasteurisation.  The  Council  were 
further  notified  by  the  Officers  of  the  Ministry  of  .Agriculture  that  4 
cattle  were  slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order  as  a  result  of  their 
investigations . 

Two  notices  were  issued  under  Article  20  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Regulations,  1949?  prohibiting  the  sale  of  milk  unless  it  had  been  first 
treated  so  that  it  could  with  safety  be  disposed  of. 
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Thirty  five  samples  of  milk  were  submitted,  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Manchester.  Two  samples  failed  to  satisfy  the  methylene 
blue  test  and  in  one  case  tuberculous  infection  was  found.  This 
latter  sample  was  taken  from  a  school  supply  and  as  a  result,  the 
Education  Authority  took  immediate  steps  for  pasteurised  milk  to  be 
supplied  to  the  school. 

The  grades  of  samples  are  set  out  below s- 


Tuberculin  Tested. ...........  3 

Pasteurised . 3 

Ungraded . . 28 

Sterilised........ .  1 


Meat  and  Other  Foods. 


All  home-killed  meat  for  consumption  in  the  area  is  slaughtered 
within  the  Borough  of  Macclesfield  and  is  inspected  before  distribution 
to  the  retailers. 

There  are  five  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  area.  One  is  used 
extensively  during  the  winter  months  for  the  slaughtering  of  cottagers 1 
pigs. 


The  following  articles  of  food  were  surrendered  as  being  unfit  for 
human  consumptions  - 


Bacon. . 


Fruit 


Tinned  Ham . . . . 

Home  killed  meat ........... 

Imported  meat .........oo... 

Tinned  meat . .  ......... 

Milk ....................... 


Frozen  Egg. . 


4  lbs. 
Ill  tins 
181  lbs. 
62  lbs. 
306  lbs. 
56  tins. 

6  tins. 
44  lbs. 


Ice-Cream. 


Number  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  and 

sale  of  ice-creams-  TT  j. 

Hot  mix. .  3 

Cold  mix. .  3  6 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream. . .  43 

Number  of  samples  of  ice-cream  submitted  for  examination. .  8 

PL&sM  in  Provisional  Grade  1 . . . . .  8 


The  majority  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  sell 
prepacked,  ice-cream  and  call  for  a  minimum  of  supervision. 
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Twenty  visits  were  made  specifically  in  connection  with  the  inspection 
of  premises  where  ice-cream  is  manufactured  or  sold.. 

Food  Preparing  Premises. 

The  approximate  number  of  premises  where  food  is  sold  or  prepared  and 
are  not  registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  is  64, 
made  up  as  follows j- 


Grocery. . . 35 

Butchers . .  10 

Greengrocers o®.  ....eo........  6 

Confectionery. ................  13 


The  numbering  of  catering  establishments  is  not  known.  Many  farms  and 
country  cottages  provide  teas  and  light  refreshments.  The  cafes  in  the 
more  populous  areas  of  the  district  have  been  regularly  visited  but  no 
contraventions  found. 

Tinned  food  has  been  either  disposed  of  by  burying  or  burning, 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  contents  of  the  tins.  Condemned  meat 
was.  returned  to  the  local  Wholesale  Meat  Slaughterers  Association  who 
,  arranged  for  its  disposal. 

FACTORIES  ACTS. 

Inspections . 


1 

PREMISES . 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number 

of 

Inspect¬ 
ions  . 

Number 

of 

Written 
Notices . 

Number 

of 

Occupiers  j 
Prosecuted.: 

(1) 

Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,2, 3)4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authority 

2 

1(2) 

Factories  not  included  in  (l) 
in  which  Section  7  is  enforced 
by  .the  Local  Authority. 

59 

35 

j(5) 

Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals ; 

61 

35 

- 

- 

-  19  - 


CASES  IE  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUHD 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in 

were 

which  defects 

Found 

Remedied 

Sanitary  Conveniences ; - 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

6 

3 

Totals 

7 

4 

20  - 


' 


gigl 


